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54 
gender 
specific

85 gender 

relevant

LNOB
• Achieve sustainable 

development for women 

and men

• Utilize gendered 

indicators throughout

• Go beyond national 

aggregates



Monitoring the SDGs from a gender perspective

1) Targeted gender-specific indicators 

- Have to do with women or 

men specifically

- Currently only present in some 

goals

- Many available from surveys



Monitoring the SDGs from a gender perspective

2) Explicitly sex-disaggregated indicators

- Official indicator name 

explicitly indicates “by sex”

- Currently only present in some 

goals

- Available from surveys, census, 

CRVS



Monitoring the SDGs from a gender perspective

3) Gender-relevant indicators

- Official indicator name does 

not make explicit mention of 

sex BUT sex disaggregation is 

possible

- Could be found across many 

goals

- Many available from surveys



Monitoring the SDGs from a gender perspective

4) Additional indicators that capture a gender angle

- Official indicator name does 

not make explicit mention, but 

the issue is relevant to 

women/men specifically

- Could be found across many 

goals

- Many available from surveys



Monitoring the SDGs from an LNOB perspective

Considerations when choosing 

disaggregation variables

▪ Need to chose based on relevance/context

▪ Sex (and gender identity)

▪ Age (older/younger population)

▪ Location (beyond urban/rural)

▪ Migratory status (how recent, proxy variables)

▪ Ethnicity (group’s sample size)

▪ Wealth Quintile (income or wealth index?)

▪ Religion (only relevant for some indicators and 

countries)

▪ Marital status (combined with having children)

▪ Managerial level (beyond senior/not)

▪ Others



Monitoring the SDGs from an LNOB perspective

Disaggregating by more than one dimension

- E.g. by sex and age, 

(official indicator 

indicates many 

disaggregation 

variables but not 

necessarily 

simultaneous)

- Disaggregation at 

multiple levels show 

groups that are 

lagging behind



Monitoring the SDGs from an LNOB perspective



An LNOB perspective: aggregates can be deceiving
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An LNOB perspective: aggregates can be deceiving

- Multiple forms of 

discrimination 

compound into 

large levels of 

deprivation

- To identify sectors of 

the population that 

are lagging behind, 

it is necessary to 

disaggregate at 

multiple levels



An LNOB perspective: the same groups lag behind 

across many indicators

- Promoting 

sustainable 

development across 

those groups could 

have a multiplying 

effect for SDG 

achievement

- Disaggregation at 

multiple levels for a 

set of indicators is 

often achieved 

through survey data 

analysis



An LNOB perspective: the same groups lag behind 

across many indicators





LNOB: how to run multi-level analysis?

What to 
analyze?

• Set out research questions based on national priorities, 
qualitative research and other evidence

What SDG 
indicators?

• Monitor national priorities

• Report data to international statistical system

• Analyze a specific issue

What data 
sources?

• Can all these indicators be extracted from the same 
source?

• Do we have to integrate several sources?



LNOB: how to run multi-level analysis?

Using 
census/surveys

• Individual level records

• To identify multiple deprivation across many dimensions the 
survey must cover a variety of topics

Survey 
limitations

•Large samples needed for disaggregating at many levels

•Sampling must allow for analysis of specific groups

•If occurrence <100 observations, estimate is not reliable

What if sample 
size is too small?

• Cluster groups (e.g. rarest ethnicities into “others”)

• Tweak indicators (for national monitoring purposes) (e.g. 
age group)



LNOB: how to communicate multi-level analysis?

To Policy Makers/Advocates

▪ Show select variables and/or 

select groups (targeted)

▪ Show all variables&groups only if 

messaging is that same group 

always lags behind

▪ Population affected by various 

forms of deprivation (makes the 

issue more tangible)

▪ Simple graphs (not boring!)

▪ Chose based on whether you will 

be able to explain (leave no 

room for interpretation)

▪ E.g. groups that are more likely to 

be multiply deprived >>>



LNOB: how to communicate multi-level analysis?

To Statisticians/statistics experts

▪ Can show multiple variables 

and groups if the goal is to 

explain correlations or 

identifying groups

▪ Play with percentages, rates 

and totals to make your point

▪ Show metadata/footnotes

▪ Data sources

▪ Sample sizes

▪ Can show more than one 

type of graph


